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c.	 the population distribution is normally shaped.

d.	 the population distribution is negatively skewed.

e.	 the population distribution is positively skewed.

2.	 If the population distribution of scores is normally distributed, you can use the unit normal table 
to determine the probability of getting a z score. However, to use the table correctly, you have to 
know when a problem is asking for a “tail probability” or a “body probability.” As indicated in the 
reading, you should sketch a normal curve, locate the z score, and determine if you need the 
probability of scores less than or greater than the z score. If the shaded area in your sketch is 
larger than half of the curve, use the _______ of the unit normal table.

a.	 body column

b.	 tail column

	 For Questions 3 to 6, determine if you need a body probability or a tail probability by creating a 
sketch of the problem on the provided normal curve. Then find the actual probability for each 
question by using Appendix A.

3.	 What proportion of z scores are equal to or greater than a z score of +1.2 on a normal curve?

−4 −3 −2 −1 0 1 2 3 4

4.	 What proportion of z scores are equal to or greater than a z score of −0.75 on a normal curve?

−4 −3 −2 −1 0 1 2 3 4


